Pancreatic and catalytic phospholipase A2 in relation to pregnancy, labor and fetal outcome.
The serum pancreatic and catalytic phospholipase A2 level (PLA2) in human pregnancy is normal, and the increase of pancreatic enzyme before delivery is small. In patients with pruritus associated with obstetric hepatosis maternal serum had a slightly lower pancreatic PLA2 level if the cholic acid level was higher. Umbilical cord blood has twice as much pancreatic PLA2 as maternal blood. If the enzyme concentration was very high, pregnancies were postterm and the newborns had low Apgar scores. Amniotic fluid contains these enzymes, but there is no change in the enzymes during the course of pregnancy. The amount of pancreatic enzyme was not reflected in catalytic activity. A very high PLA2 activity was observed in 1 patient with suspected amniotic fluid embolism and in the meconium, but low in the first urine of neonates.